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OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

Images: The Boat, documented 22 November 2021

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION:

8. That Council:

8.1 Accept the donation of ‘The Boat’ to Council’s Public Art Collection; and

8.2 Write to the Friends of Learmonth advising of the acceptance of the donation.

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Governance Review [8.4.1 - 1 page]
2. Letter to Co B Boat scupture donation 15102021 [8.4.2 - 2 pages]
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ALIGNMENT WITH COUNCIL VISION, COUNCIL PLAN, STRATEGIES AND POLICIES

1. Council Plan alignment: a. Liveability goal – improve our community’s quality of life
2. The Learmonth Plan: Our Township Towards 2040 (2016)
3. Public Art Policy (2021)

COMMUNITY IMPACT

4. The proposed donation supports the ongoing maintenance of a community-initiated 
and commissioned public art project ‘The Boat’

5. The proposed donation supports retention of features along the Lake Foreshore 
walking trail 

ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

6. The proposed donation supports the vision articulated in the Learmonth Township Plan 
(2016): ‘Learmonth is a beautiful place to live and visit, a community proud of our 
businesses and recreational assets.’
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

7. Maintenance costs for routine maintenance of the proposed donation are estimated to 
be $4,000-$5,000 every 10 years ($400-$500 P/A)

LEGAL AND RISK CONSIDERATIONS  

8. The proposed donation is located on Council property, if 'The Boat’ is not maintained 
it poses a potential risk to Council

HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS

9. It is considered that the report does not impact on any human rights identified in 
the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006.  

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT

10. The Friends of Lake Learmonth and the artists Ratartat have been engaged in 
consultation. All parties support the donation of ‘The Boat’ to Council’s public art 
collection.

GENDER EQUALITY ACT 2020 

11. There are no gender equality implications identified for the subject of this report. 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST THAT HAVE ARISEN IN PREPARATION OF THE REPORT

12. Council officers affirm that no general or material conflicts need to be declared in 
relation to the matter of this report. 
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Kate Gerritsen
Public Arts Officer,
City of Ballarat
15th October 2021.

Dear Kate,

I'm writing from Learmonth as the Friends of Learmonth Arts Group chair. This letter is 
to propose that Ballarat City Council add The Boat, a public art work sited on the 
eastern foreshore of Lake Learmonth, to their public art collection. 

As you probably know, we have conceived of and executed several public art works 
here on Lake Learmonth foreshore. I'm writing about two of these sculptures, The Flock, 
which was erected in January 2016, and The Boat, which we made with the 
Learmonth Primary School children in 2011.  

Both these sculptures were made with Learmonth community input and organised by 
the Friends of Learmonth Arts Group. The Flock, which was part of a whole foreshore 
development was funded by Victorian State Government, City of Ballarat and the 
Learmonth Community was funded and is already part of the City of Ballarat public art 
collection however The Boat, funded by Regional Arts Victoria, is not.  The community 
of Learmonth would like to donate the boat to City of Ballarat.

The life span of this sculpture is a long way into the future, it is very robust.  It does 
however need an oil and grease every few years, a check of the structural integrity and 
also a paint touch up if and when needed. 

After consultation and approval from the Friends Of Learmonth Committee at a meeting  
on Thursday 14th October 2021, we were in agreement that we would like to donate the 
Boat to the City of Ballarat.

418 High Street, Learmonth Vic 3352
ABN: 92 953 202 202

“Our mission is to promote and advance Learmonth as an active, 
healthy, inclusive community and environment”.
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We do not think the Australian Cultural Gifts Scheme and Resale Royalties applies to 
this donation. 

Yours Sincerely,

Sarah Lloyd
Arts Group Chair, Friends of Learmonth

Friends of Learmonth  Inc. 
 Chair: Liz Charles:                        email: berrybank6@gmail.com    Ph: 53432554
Wendy McNabb:   Vice Chair:    email: charingalpark@bigpond.com.au Ph:53432301
Secretary: Eleanor Ryan      email: friendsof learmonthscretary@gmail.com  Ph:0408051118
Treasurer:Teresa Meeker: email : meekerte@yahoo.com    Ph: 53432343
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